'S 'BASE   AGAINST   U.S.S.B.             7-
Manchuria as far as we can-----That is our opportunity for open'
conflict"
This former' Japanese Premier and leader of the Seiyttkai
Party, repeatedly reiterated in his memorial " Sooner or later we-
shall have to fight Soviet Russia."
He cynically declared " In our wars with Russia and the U.S.A.
we shall have to compel Manchuria and Mongolia to experience
all the horrors of the war."
In this same memorial Tanaka outlined the programme far
further Japanese aggression.
**The way to gain actual rights in Manchuria and Mongolia
is to use this region as a hase and, under pretence of trade and
commerce, penetrate the rest^&f China... .Having China's entire
resources at our disposal we shall proceed to conquer India, the
Archipelago, Asia Minor, Central Asia and even Europe."
The documents, originating in high Japanese military circles
in the period subsequent to the occupation of Manchuria, dearly
confirmed Japan's military designs on the Soviet Union. In one
of them (published in the Izvestia of March, 4, 1932) the Japanese
militarist declared " I consider it necessary that the Imperial Gov-
ernment pursue a policy which will make it possible to start wat
on the U.S.S.R. as early as possible."
As the Japanese General did not intend this document lor the
public eye, he did not deem it necessary to mask his plan of war
on the Soviet Union by talk about the " Bolshevik peril" and the
like. The aim of the war, in his opinion, was not to protect:
japan from communism but to seize the Soviet Far East and East-
ern Siberia. His minimum programme was " peneraiion as far
as Lake Baikal" As regards the Far" Eastern territory, he-
wanted to "completely embody it in the Japanese Empire."
; Even in their public utterances the Japanese leaders spoke ii&
very clear terms. Matsuoka, prominent politician and diplomat
and special Japanese delegate to the League of Nations confer-
ence in Geneva in 1932, explained that Manchuria had been occu-
pied by Japan in order to make it the u Japanese bulwark against
the Soviet Union." Not only the Japanese Press but even leading:
military men and officials like General Araki openly advocated
in their speeches the need for an early seizure of Siberia.
It was absolutely clear that the Soviet Union must take appro-
priate measures against the threat of Japanese attack from the.
Manchurian base-     Such measures were taken.     And "when tJb^a
aggressors began to probe the Soviet frontiers they i^-